Bullitt Central High School

Advanced Placement Psychology


Department:
Social Studies



Course Title:
Advanced Placement Psychology

Length: 
One 18-week semester


Credit:

One

Email - robert.music@bullitt.kyschools.us 
Website –   http://blogs.bullittschools.org/robertmusic
or www.bcaphistory.pbworks.com
Course Purpose/Goals: The AP Psychology course introduces students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals.  Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena of the major subfields within psychology.  They also learn about the ethics and methods psychologists use in their science and practice.  Students will be better prepared for college by engaging and participating in a class that stresses an academically challenging and rigorous curriculum.  The course is designed and intended to replicate a college-level survey course.

Student Objectives:  Students will:  

1. understand psychology as a science, including the techniques used and psychological perspectives;

2. demonstrate knowledge of the mind-body connection, including sensory processes and development;

3. explore thought, including learning, memory, cognition, and intelligence;

4. evaluate theories of personality, motivation, and emotion in the development of self;

5. survey maladaptive behavior, stress, and adjustment; 

6. connect the power of the situation to individual behavior;

7. design and implement research and report their research findings in a written paper using the American Psychological Association (APA) format; and 

8. be prepared to take the national AP exam.

Main Textbook
Psychology, by David G. Myers, New York: Worth Publishing; 8th Advanced Placement ed. 2007

Student resources for textbook can be found at: www.worthpublishers.com/myers 

Notice: There will be MANY other reading and video sources that will be distributed and/or assigned as required.

Course Planner: Below you will find an outline for the class.  Students can expect some kind of reading or writing assignment most days.  I expect all out-of-class assignments, including readings, to be completed before the beginning of class on the assigned due date.  

-Note: Because of missed days for school events and scheduled breaks, students will be assigned work to be completed during vacation days.

Unit 1: History and Approaches (2-4%)

· Logic, Philosophy, and History of Science

· Approaches

· Biological

· Behavioral

· Cognitive

· Humanistic

· Psychodynamic

· Sociocultural

· Evolutionary

Unit 2: Research Methods (8-10%) 
· Experimental, Correlational, and Clinical Research

· Statistics

· Descriptive

· Inferential

· Ethics in Research

Unit 3: Biological Bases of Behavior (8-10%)

· Physiological Techniques

· Neuroanatomy

· Functional Organization of Nervous System

· Neural Transmission

· Endocrine System

· Genetics

· Evolutionary Psychology

Unit 4: Sensation and Perception (6-8%)

· Thresholds and Signal Detection Theory

· Sensory Mechanisms

· Attention

· Perceptual Processes

Unit 5: States of Consciousness (2-4%)

· Sleep and Dreaming

· Hypnosis

· Psychoactive Drugs Effects

Unit 6: Learning (7-9%)

· Classical Conditioning

· Operant Conditioning

· Cognitive Processes

· Biological Factors

· Social Learning

Unit 7: Cognition (8-10%)

· Memory

· Language

· Thinking

· Problem Solving and Creativity

Unit 8: Motivation and Emotion (6-8%)

· Biological Bases

· Theories of Motivation

· Hunger, Thirst, Sex, and Pain

· Social Motives

· Theories of Emotion

· Stress

Unit 9: Developmental Psychology (7-9%)

· Life-Span Approach

· Research Methods (e.g., Longitudinal, Cross-Sectional)

· Heredity-Environment Issues

· Developmental Theories

· Dimensions of Development

· Physical

· Cognitive

· Social

· Moral
· Sex Roles and Gender

Unit 10: Personality (5-7%)

· Personality Theories and Approaches

· Assessment Techniques

· Growth and Adjustment

Unit 11: Testing and Individual Differences (5-7%)

· Standardization and Norms

· Reliability and Validity

· Types of Tests

· Ethics and Standards in Testing

· Intelligence

Unit 12: Abnormal Psychology (7-9%)

· Definitions of Abnormality

· Theories of Psychopathology

· Diagnosis of Psychopathology

· Types of Disorders

· Anxiety

· Somatoform

· Mood

· Schizophrenic

· Organic

· Personality

· Dissociative

Unit 13: Treatment of Psychological Disorders (5-7%)

· Treatment Approaches

· Psychodynamic

· Humanistic

· Behavioral

· Cognitive

· Biological

· Modes of Therapy (i.e. individual, group)

· Community and Preventive Approaches

Unit 14: Social Psychology (8-10%)
· Group Dynamics

· Attribution Processes

· Interpersonal Perception

· Conformity, Compliance, Obedience

· Attitudes and Attitude Change

· Organizational Behavior

· Aggression/Antisocial Behavior

· Cultural Influences

Special Unit: The Psychology of Women

Major Topics

· To Be Announced

Description of Major Assignments

- Advanced Placement Psychology Essays: Essays for the Psychology exam are different than other social studies AP exams.  This will be discussed in greater length during the semester.

Research Analysis: Students are presented with hypothetical research projects and they are to exam and critique.  Students will identify strengths, weakness, and ethical concerns of the research project.

- Reading Quizzes
- Homework: Students will be required to complete reading assignments.  Homework will include reading and questions from the textbook, primary sources, map, and essay-writing practice.  

Late-Work: I accept late work, but only under the following guidelines

· 1 day late (unexcused) = 10% deduction

· 2 days late = 30% deduction

· 3 days late = 50% deduction

· 4 or more late = NOT ACCEPTED

DO NOT FALL BEHIND!!!!!!!!!!!
Remember, if you have an EXCUSED absence, it is your responsibility to come to me to get a list of

missed assignments. 

Also, if you have an UNEXCUSED absence, you may NOT make up the work.  This includes tests

and quizzes!!!

*** There will be no extra credit assignments ***

- Writing: There will be a lot of writing in this class.  

- Chapter Tests/Quizzes
- Unit Tests

- Other Assignments
Student Evaluation:  In order for students to be successful in this course, she/he must meet the following expectations:

1. Be responsible for completing all in-class and homework assignments in a timely manner

2. Maintain a notebook, in which all class work and materials are stored

3. Maintain a journal where specific written assignments are kept

4. Complete all required projects

5. Complete all quizzes and tests

6. Complete the final exam 

7. Active Participation:  You are expected to be an active participant in class.  It will help you better understand the subject matter.  It will also make the class more interesting.  Do it! 

8. Complete all writing assignments

Materials needed for class:

· 3-ring binder

· Two composition notebooks

· Pens and paper (loose-leaf: I will not accept assignments torn out of a spiral notebook)

· Assigned readings

· Required Books

1. Textbook – Bring your textbook everyday

2. Handouts

Rules of the classroom: I operate on the premise that there are three basic rights that exist in my classroom.  They are:
· Students have a right to learn

· I have a right to teach

· Everyone has a right to be respected

Therefore, the following rules are derived from these basic rights:

1. Be in your assigned seat and ready to work when the bell rings.  

a. Disciplinary action will be taken after the third tardy

2. No talking during presentations.  This applies whether the presenter is the teacher, student, or guest. (See class participation above)

3. No swearing, teasing, rude remarks, rude gestures, or put-downs.  

4. Keep hands, feet, books, and other objects to yourself.  

5. Bring materials to class and turn in assignments on time.  You will learn better if you are prepared.  ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS!
6. Follow all teacher directions, oral or written. 
7. Stay in your seat until the dismissal bell rings.  

8. No personal grooming
9. No food or drink
10. No CD Players or any other electronic devices
Materials needed for class:

· 3-ring binder

· Two composition notebooks

· Pens and paper (loose-leaf: I will not accept assignments torn out of a spiral notebook

· Assigned readings

· Required Books

1. Text: Psychology, by David G. Myers, New York: Worth Publishing; 8th Advanced Placement ed. 2007.
2. Others as assigned  

       
The faculty and administration reserves the right to change the class syllabus as deemed necessary.

Requirements shall be modified to accommodate students who qualify for specially designed instruction.

Dear Student and Parents,

Welcome to Advanced Placement Psychology.  You are about to embark on an incredible journey to explain the human mind and behavior.  By May of next year (2011), we will be discussing a very broad group of subjects that include elements of biology, mathematics and statistics, and scientific methods.  This class takes a very scientific look at the human being.  Some subject matter presented in this class can be somewhat disturbing to examine and study.  However, it will always be resented in a mature and scientific manner.  I expect ALL to approach it in a like fashion.  A. P. is not like other high school classes.  In the end, if you pass the class and the national exam, you will earn credit that is accepted at a vast majority of universities in the nation.  Because of this, much more is expected of you.  You will be expected to read much more than you have before.  And with that, you will be expected to show your knowledge through writing.  Being prepared for class is critical to your success.  I expect all assignments to be completed BEFORE class begins.  I also expect students to spend one to three hours a day five to six days per week outside of school to complete assignments.  A.P. is a demanding class.  If you stay focused, do assignments in a timely manner, and take a genuine interest in the subject, you will do fine.  But you must understand that this class requires more than a typical psychology/social studies class.  By registering for this class, I am assuming you understand the requirements and accept the extra responsibility.  But, the rewards far out-weigh the extra work.  

If we all work together, we can all succeed.  I hope that you will enjoy the class and learn how the events of the past have made us who and what we are today.    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

	I have read the syllabus and the above statement concerning the requirements for this class.

Student Signature: _______________________________                       Date: _____________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________                 Date: ______________
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